
he Global Institute for Religious and Cultural Diplomacy (GIRCD) engages 
national-level  religious and political leaders and others in dialogue intra-

country as well as nation-to-nation. GIRCD plays a role in world citizen diplomacy 
by facilitating dialogue about religion and culture to enhance greater 
understanding and cooperation in and among government and religious entities. 
Its efforts in citizen diplomacy lay the groundwork for improved relationships 
necessary for resolution of conflict resistant to normal channels of diplomacy.

Through its network of relationships, GIRCD sponsors people-to-people and 
cultural exchanges that increase understanding, sensitivity, and an appreciation 
of cross-cultural differences. GIRCD’s services include providing research and 
information in the fields of faith-based citizen diplomacy, interfaith dialogue, 
religion and state dialogue, and faith-based intercultural communication.

OUR MISSION IS TO UTILIZE THE POWER OF CITIZEN DIPLOMACY TO PROMOTE HARMONY, PEACE AND 
INTERCULTURAL UNDERSTANDING AMONG PEOPLES AND NATIONS AROUND THE GLOBE THROUGH

MULTI-FAITH RELIGIOUS ENCOUNTERS AND CULTURAL EXCHANGES.
CONTACT INFORMATION

EMAIL: INFO@THEGIRCD.ORG        TELEPHONE: 919-218-2411

HOW GIRCD IS MAKING A DIFFERENCE

Donations to GIRCD are tax deductible to the full extent allowed under the law. GIRCD has filed an 
application for tax exemption as a 501(c)(3) organization and intends to fulfill all IRS requirements 
necessary for approval. Financial information about this organization and a copy of its license are 
available from the State Solicitation Licensing Branch at 919-807-2214. The license is not an 
endorsement by the State.

U.S. and Chinese multi-faith religious leaders in Beijing, 2009.
Dee Froeber, GIRCD founder, front center
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U.S. and Chinese multi-faith religious leaders pose for a picture with 
Ambassador Jeffrey Bader following a forum

at the Brookings Institution

Why is GIRCD Needed Now?
  
• GIRCD is empowering national-level political and religious leaders and others to sit 

across the table from each other for the first time to discuss critical issues.
• GIRCD is bringing about positive changes in attitudes and relationships through its 

faith-based citizen diplomacy and mediating relationships where state-to-state 
diplomatic relationships have reached impasse.

• GIRCD is breaking down stereotypes and creating new friendships across borders 
through its people-to-people and cultural exchanges.

What is Lost Without GIRCD?
• There are 400 million people of faith in China: Without the bridge of opportunity that 

GIRCD is building for people to walk across between China and the U.S, an 
established pathway between these two countries will be lost.

• There are issues that need resolution: The absence of GIRCD’s citizen diplomacy 
efforts will create the cost of opportunities lost for possible breakthroughs in resolution 
of long-standing stalemates in diplomatic relationships.

• There are friendships that need to be formed: Important friendships among religious 
and political leaders and other citizens in China, the U.S. and the Middle East may 
never be formed without GIRCD’s vital role.
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GIRCD has several projects scheduled and under development for 2011 and 2012 with 
national-level religious, political, and cultural leaders and organizations.

“Christianity in China and the U.S.” Conference
GIRCD will sponsor a conference on “Christianity in China and the U.S.” in conjunction with 
China’s State Administration for Religious Affairs (SARA) and the China Christian Council.

China Church Social Service Support
The Chinese government is giving churches more religious freedom by allowing them to 
offer social service ministries to their communities. The objective is to support Chinese 
churches in these freedoms as they minister to their communities. GIRCD is focusing on 
ways to support pastors and leaders to allow them to serve their communities.

Citizen Diplomacy
GIRCD serves as a bridge and mediator between Chinese and U.S. government officials. 
Faith-based citizen diplomacy–the power of private citizens of faith addressing international 
issues–lays the groundwork for improved relationships bringing together leaders for 
dialogue on religion. 

The Benefits of GIRCD’s Efforts
Many religious and political leaders from around the 
world are demonstrating openness to dialogue with 
U.S. citizens. For those ready to embrace leaders in 
a non-confrontational and non-judgmental posture, 
citizen diplomacy may lead to breakthroughs in 
relationships between nations. GIRCD is well
positioned to serve as a bridge to facilitate dialogues
of these kinds.

Statements from those engaged in dialogue point 
to both the need and benefit of GIRCD’s work:

“China and the United States have the most important bilateral relationship in the world. If 
these two countries can get along, then the whole world will benefit. The efforts of  people-to-
people contact are important. Religion can be a good channel for this.  Religion should be a 
positive element to our relationship and not a barrier”.  –Minister Wang Zuoan, (SARA), 
speaking to the 2009 Delegation.

“I don’t care if  your heart is a rock when you come here (the U.S.), after you spend time with 
the people, it  will melt.” –During dialogue with a member of  Parliament from a Middle 
Eastern nation where negative stereotypes of the U.S. abound.

GIRCD has become a vital and relied upon conduit for high-level religious exchanges and 
dialogue between the five officially  sanctioned religions of  China, their governing body, 
SARA, and U.S. religious and government entities. Continuing dialogue with Middle Eastern 
leaders enables GIRCD to have the same impact in this region of the world.

About GIRCD’s Founder
Dee Froeber, over a 30 year career serving as Minister to Internationals at Forest Hills 
Baptist Church, Raleigh, NC, built long-term trusted relationships with national level political 
and religious leaders from the United States, China, the Middle East, and North Africa. 
Working with internationals from more than 70 nations, Mr. Froeber learned how to bridge the 
differences encountered in communicating across cultural and ethnic boundaries. He 
founded GIRCD based upon a vision of  what could be accomplished through friendship, 
dialogue, and cooperation.

About GIRCD’s Formation
GIRCD was founded out of  Mr. Froeber’s experience with the power of  religious and cultural 
diplomacy. In 2007, Froeber was invited by  then Ambassador Zhou Wenzhong, People’s 
Republic  of  China, to the Chinese Embassy  in Washington, D.C. Ambassador Zhou and Mr. 
Froeber agreed that many  individuals in both countries held erroneous stereotypes regarding 
religion in their respective countries. At the suggestion of  Ambassador Zhou, he drafted a 
proposal to host a U.S. visit of  China’s Buddhist, Catholic, Muslim, Protestant, and Taoist 
religious leaders.  China’s State Administration for Religious Affairs (SARA) accepted this 
proposal.
In 2008 and 2009, the American-Chinese Multi-Faith Religious Exchanges were held in the 
United States and the People’s Republic of  China, respectively. These Exchanges brought 
together multi-faith religious leaders, government officials, and scholars as well as individuals 
from the business and civic sectors.  These were the first exchanges of  their kind in Sino-U.S. 
history.
Dialogues also took place with national-level Muslim religious and political leaders from the 
Middle East and North Africa. Mr. Froeber has engaged in dialogue over the last several 
years with representatives from Afghanistan, Algeria, Egypt, Iraq,  Israel, Jordan, Kuwait, 
Lebanon, Mauritania, Oman, Palestinian West Bank, Saudi Arabia, Syria, and Yemen. Topics 
included religion and state relationships, interfaith relationships, the theology  of  Islam and 
Christianity, and U.S. and Middle Eastern culture. Leaders have indicated desire for on-going 
relations.

2011 PROJECTSABOUT GIRCD

Former President Jimmy Carter hosted members of the 
2008 Chinese multi-faith religious leaders delegation, 
arranged by Mr. Froeber, for dialogue at his church in 
Plains, GA.

Dialogue with Muslim political and 
religious leaders from Afghanistan
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How Can You Make a 
Difference in Partnership

With GIRCD?

You can partner with GIRCD, along with 
others, in providing the resources 
necessary  for GIRCD to continue to be a 
vital and effective agent for citizen 
diplomacy. Join GIRCD today  in making a 
difference in the world through religious and 
cultural diplomacy!

Yes, I want to support GIRCD’s work in 
religious and cultural diplomacy:

! $_________    ! $500    ! $250     
! $100    ! $50   ! $25

I would like to be a 2011 GIRCD Citizen 
Diplomat through a monthly pledge of 
$________.

Please make your check payable to: The 
Global Institute for Religious and Cultural 
Diplomacy or GIRCD

Name:     

__________________________________

Address: 

__________________________________

City/Zip:

__________________________________

Email:

__________________________________

Phone:

__________________________________


